THOMAS SIM LEE, Efg; Governor. 1781,

VIII. dnd, whereas certain ftores, furnithed officers and foldiers agrecable to € H 7 P
the act relating to the officers and foldiers of this ftate in the American army, and KRRV,
for other purpofes therein mentioned, paffed July fefiion, feventeen hundred and
feventy-nine, have not been accounted for, becaufe thofe articles were intenced in
lieu of intereft ; and it is reafonable that the officers and foldiers thould be anfwer-
able for any of the articles aforefaid, furnithed fince the laft day of July, feven-
teen hundred and eighty, as well as for cloathing furnithed before and ilnce that
day; We it enafted, That there (hall be deducted, out of the pay to arife due Cloathina s
fince the faid laft day of July, the real valuz of any cloathing or other articles o Sowisd
furnifhed fince that time.

C H A P. XXXVI
. An ACT relating to public creditors.

HEREAS this government hath neceffarily incurred a very confidera~ Preambic;

ble ftate debt, in procuring the means to defend the property, lives and

liberties, of its citizens, and it is not in the ability of the ftate im-
mediately, or for fome fmall time, from the deranged ftite of our finances, and
the very large fums of money abfolutely neceflary to defray the expences of the
prefent campaign, to difcharge the principal or intereft due ; and juftice requires,
that no preference thould be given to public creditors ; and it is the firm and de-
clared refolution of this general affembly to make provifion at the next {=i7ion, at
all events, for the punctual payment of intereft on all public dibts, liquidit-d
agreeable to this act, and the act to adjuit the debts due from this ftate, pailed
this feflion, and if poffible to difcharge part of the principal, in proportion to
each debt :

-

1. o it enaded, by the general affembly of Maryland, That the claims of all
public creditors, whether on fpecie or current-money, flour or other {pecific con-
traCis, thall be adjuftzd and fettled, as foon as poffible, by the aaditor-gener:l
(or his deputy) in fpecie, fubjet to the examination and correction of the go-
vernor and the council, and certificates may be given therefor, bearing intereft,
agrecable to the act pafled this feffion to adjuft the debts due from this ftate ; and
if any creditor fhall decline receiving fuch certificate, he may have a certificate
from the governor and council of the fum of {pecie due to him from the ftate;
figned by their clerk, and fuch certificate fhall be evidence of the debt owing by
the public to {uch creditor, and the fame fhall be paid to him or his aflignee.

III. QnD be it enatten, That all intereft to arife on certificates iffued on the Interett to be
adjuftment of public debts, agreeable to the acts of this feffion, fhall be punctu- paid, wc.
ally paid in fpecie, or the full and real money, to the fatisfaction of the creditor ;
and this affembly engage and plight the public faith and honour, that ample pro-
vifion fhall be made for this purpofe at the next feffion of aflembly, and if pofiible
to pay part of the principal in proportion to each debt. \‘

IV. Qnd be it enatted, That all debts due from this ftate in tobacco, for to- Debtsin to-
bacco borrowed, or payable in that article, fhall be difcharged and paid in tobac- E::;}th;ctc
co as foon as poflible, agreeable to the terms of the loan or contra®; and the
debt contradted for cloathing bought or feized under the act of this feffion, and
no other debt, may be paid by the fale or exchange of public flour or tobacco.

V. Qnu be it enafted, That any bills of credit of the two ftate emiffions in St emific
June laft, now or hereafter to be brought into the treafury, fhall immediately be 7 * be de-
3 . < . o . foyed, &C.
punched through, and kept in fome fafe and fecure place, to be counted {e.r'xd de-
ftroyed by a committee of the houfe of delegates at the next feffion of atfembly,
and no more of the faid bills emitted for exchange fhall be iffued.

VI. dnb be it enaften, That the governor and the council be requefted to di- Specic in the
re@ the fpecie in the hands of the ftate agent, at the Havanna or elfewhere, to }a‘;fis‘ﬁ flate
be tranfmitted in the moft proper and fafe manner, and to lay out the faid fpecie wanfmitted,
in the recruiting fervice, and no other ; and the governor and council are requeft- &e.

ed to fend any public flour ar tobacco which they fhall hercafter think proper to
difpofz



